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TO THE 


LETT DT WS 9 


GREAT-BRITAIN: 


T HE Gentleman who ſubſcribes himſelf A TRUE BRITON, 
in Juſtification of thoſe Gentlemen who are ſaid to have voted 
for GENERAL WARRANTS, declares, that their conduct in that affair, 
was. 10 far from having a tendency to deprive their Conſtituents of their 
liberty, that it was calculated in the plaineſt manner to eſtabliſh 
their liberty and freedom; 15 to ſtrengthen his aſſertion boldly aſſorts, 
that their Reaſons for oppoſing the Reſolution were: © T hat the Houſe 
, Commons by itſelf could not declare Law legiſlatively, becauſe it is 


* only a part, and not the whole of the Legiflature ; nor judicially, be- 


cc cauſe : 


cc 


(2) 


cauſe it is neither the whole, nor à part of any Court of Fudicature :Y 


whether or no this TRUE BRITON aflerts facts, let every im- 


partial reader determine. 
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* The Houſe of Commons declared, THE NORTH BRITON 


No. 45.* unanimouſly to be a libel; and yet this is not only what great 
Judges eſteem a mere point of law, but what by ſome 1s held to 
be a very difficult point of law; this was done too without any 
previous communication with the Lords. The Commons even went 
farther, for they afterwards called for evidence, in order to find 
out who was the Author; and it appearing to them, that one of 
their own members was, they expelled him“, after fitting, debating 
and deliberating on their conduct, till half an hour after three in 
the morning: ſo that, notwithſtanding that this matter was in a way 
of trial below, they determined both the LAW and the FACT. They 
judged that the paper was clearly a libel, that it was a matter of 
national moment not to be procraſtinated, and therefore that they 
not only might, but ought to pronounce their opinion upon it. 
It is not fit they ſhould interfere where the public is not deeply 
8 but where it is, they are bound to do ſo, in Juſtice to 
their Repreſentatives, and they have always done ſo: nay they have 
gone farther, and where the neceſſity was great, they have even 
come to a reſolution in point of law, contrary to the judgement 


of a court of law, and to the opinion of TEN out of TWELVE Judges. 


cc Is 


* Vide printed Votes of Thurſday January 19. 1764- 


E 


« Is it poſſible to forget, or to controvert, either their conduct, or 


** the propriety of it, in the great caſe of ſhip money? 


The aforegoing relation being matter of FACT, I beg leave to alk 
the Gentleman (who calls himſelf A TRUE BRITON) why thoſe 
Gentlemen who compoſed a majority of fourteen on the ſeventeenth 
day of February 1764, did not think themſelves equally entitled to 
prejudge GENERAL WARRANTS, where the LIBERTY of the SUB- 
IE | JECT was moſt ESSENTIALLY concerned, as well as in the caſe of the 


aforementioned libel, that was an inſult upon majeſty. The inference is 
plain, and to an impartial judge wants no Law explanations in defence 


of their conduct. 


The publiſher of this is indebted for the whole of the above, re- os 
cital to a Pamphlet, entitled, A Letter concerning Libels, Warrants, 
The Seizure of Papers, &c.” The author of which is un- 
known, but whoever he is, He is a great Lawyer, and both an or- 
nament to the profeſſion, and a credit to his country; and I beg leave 


to recommend the peruſal of the aforementioned pamphlet to every 


perſon, who has the INTEREST and LIBERTIES of his COUNTRY 


at heart, 


I am 


GENTLEMEN 
A TRUE LOVER 


OF THE 


CONSTITUTION. 
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